
O’HANLON, DEMERATH & CASTILLO 
ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS AT LAW 

808 WEST AVENUE 
AUSTIN, TEXAS 78701 

TELEPHONE: (512) 494-9949 
FACSIMILE: (512) 494-9919 

 
March 8, 2019 

 
Local Government Assistance & Economic Analysis 
Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts 
P.O. Box 13528 
Austin, Texas 78711-3528 
 
RE: (395) Amendment001 to the Rio Grande City Independent School District from Hidalgo 
Wind Farm 
 
To the Local Government Assistance & Economic Analysis Division: 

Enclosed is Amendment001 to Rio Grande City CISD from Hidalgo Wind Farm LLC 
The following changes have been made:  
 

1. Page 2: New Superintendent Signature Page 
2. Page 3: Updated Authorized Business Representative 
3. Page 4: New Business Signature Page 
4. Page 5: Business Applicant Information 

a) New Legal Name Added 
b) New Texas Taxpayer ID added 

5. Page 7: Economic Incentives 
a) Updated State Source – Added Chapter 312 Tax Abatement 
b) Updated Amount 
c) Updated Additional Details 

6. Page 8: Investment – Updated total estimated investment 
7. Tab 4: Added a description of the amendment 
8. Tab 8: Added a description of the amendment 

The Applicant has requested that a portion of Tab 3, 9, 11 and 21, specifically the detailed layout of 
the planned wind farm, be kept confidential until such time the Board votes to approve the 
application.  In accordance with 34 TAC 9.1053, the information that is the subject of this request is 
segregated from the materials submitted contemporaneously with this application, that is, the 
proprietary commercial information regarding the competitive siting decisions for the possible 
project and proprietary information regarding the proposed layout of the project. The confidential 
materials are being submitted separately to protect against unintended disclosure. The maps depicting 
the planned location of the project display proprietary commercial information regarding the specific 
location of the possible project and the nature of the business that will be conducted at the site. The 
materials are protected by the trade secret exception set forth in Texas Government Code §552.110. 
 
 

 

 



A copy of the application will be submitted to the Hidalgo County Appraisal District.       

Sincerely, 

 
 
Kevin O’Hanlon 
School District Consultant 
 
Cc: Hidalgo County Appraisal District   
Monte Alto Windpower, LLC 
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Application for Appraised Value Limitation on Qualified Property 
(Tax Code, Chapter 313, Subchapter B or C) 

Form 50-296 
(Revised July 2013) 

INSTRUCTIONS: This application must be completed and filed with the school district. In order for an application to be processed, the governing body (school board) 
must elect to consider an application, but - by Comptroller rule - the school board may elect to consider the application only after the school district has received 
a completed application. Texas Tax Code, Section 313.025 requires that any completed application and any supplemental materials received by the school district 
must be forwarded within seven days to the Comptroller of Public Accounts. 

If the school board elects to consider the application, the school district must: 
notify the Comptroller that the school board has elected to consider the application. 
This notice must include: 

- the date on which the school district received the application;
- the date the school district determined that the application was complete;
- the date the school board decided to consider the application; and
- a request that the comptroller prepare an economic impact analysis of the application;

provide a copy of the notice to the appraisal district; 
must complete the sections of the application reserved for the school district and provide information required in the Comptroller rules located at 34 Texas 
Administrative Code (TAC) Section 9.1 054; and 
forward the original completed application to the Comptroller in a three-ring binder with tabs separating each section of the documents, in addition to an elec­
tronic copy on CD. See 34 TAC Chapter 9, Subchapter F. 

The governing body may, at its discretion, allow the applicant to supplement or amend the application after the filing date, subject to the restrictions in 34 TAC 
Chapter 9, Su bchapter F. 

When the Comptroller receives the notice and required information from the school district, the Comptroller will publish all submitted application materials on its 
website. The Comptroller is authorized to treat some application information as confidential and withhold it from publication on the Internet. To do so, however, the 
information must be segregated and comply with the other requirements set out in the Comptroller rules as explained in the Confidentiality Notice below. 

The Comptroller will independently determine whether the application has been completed according to the Comptroller's rules (34 TAC Chapter 9, Subchapter F). If 
the Comptroller finds the application is not complete, the Comptroller will request additional materials from the school district. When the Comptroller determines that 
the application is complete, it will send the school district a notice indicating so. The Comptroller will determine the eligibility of the project, make a recommendation 
to the school board regarding the application and prepare an economic impact evaluation by the 9 0th day after the Comptroller receives a complete application-as 
determined by the Comptroller. 

The school board must approve or disapprove the application before the 151 st day after the application review start date (the date the application is finally deter ­
mined to be complete), unless an extension is granted. The Comptroller and school district are authorized to request additional information from the applicant that is 
reasonably necessary to complete the recommendation, economic impact evaluation or consider the application at any time during the application review period. 

Please visit the Comptroller's website to find out more about the program at www.texasahead.org/tax_programs/chapter313/. There are links on this Web page to the 
Chapter 313 statute, rules and forms. Information about minimum limitation values for particular districts and wage standards may also be found at that site. 

Authorized School District Representative 

First Name Last Name 

Roel Gonzalez 

litle 

Superintendent of Rio Grande City Consolidated Independent School District 

School District Name 

Rio Grande City CISD 

Street Address 

1 Fort Ringgold 

Mailing Address 

City Stale ZIP 

Rio Grande City Texas 78582 

Phone Number Fax Number 

956-716-6702 956-487 -8506

Mobile Number (optional) Email Address 

rgonzalez@rgccisd.org 

I authorize the consultant to provide and obtain information related to this application. . ................................ IZl Yes D No 

Will consultant be primary contact? .......................................................................... !ZI Yes D No 

For more information, visit our website: www.texasahead.org/tax_programs/chapter313/ 50-296 • 07- I 3/8 
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Application fm Api]1lraised Vallue Lmitation on Qualified Property 

APPLICAN T INFORMATION - CERTIFICATION OF APPLICATION (CONTINUED) 

Authorized Company Consultant (If Applicable) 

First Name 

Mr. Renn G.
TiUe 

Partner
Firm Name 

Baker Botts LLP
Street Address 

One Shell Plaza, 910 Louisiana Street
Mailing Address 

City 

Houston
Phone Number 

713-229-1671
Business Email Address 

Renn.Neilson@bakerbotts.com

Last Name 

Neilson

State 

Texas
Fax Number 

713-229-7971

ZIP 

77002-4995

I am the authorized representative for the business entity for the purpose of filing this application. I understand that this application is a government record as
defined in Chapter 37 of the Texas Penal Code. The information contained in this application is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.
I hereby certify and affirm that the business entity I represent is in good standing under the laws of the state in which the business entity was organized and that
no delinquent taxes are owed to the State ofTexas.

Signature (Authorized Business Representative {Applican ) Date 

2_ 2.o/"l,_d/

#t r::: '- "/./\l.?11' GIVEN under m y  hand and seal of office this Jo day of __ l'l_l�U�tJ�,l
.._.
·A_it�'�11

'-I--
------- __ /,V _____ _

� 1 ,,,11111,,,
1 TAMMI LEIGHANN DAY 

I ,, 1-"� 

Pu1J '' , ' T -

jf--.:i;·-:� Notary Public, State o, exas

• 7:,:'>.· .. ,_;.:;,. _.=;;,; Comm Expires \ O· I 4-202l) 
\�{;:,:·,ii·�{::- Nota

.
ry ID 12669205 1 .JL·,,,,1,,,,, �;;;-�-:""":"'"u�•: 

(Notary Seal)

Notary Public, State of -�·iJ._..,l,,_A..,.1 .... -//J.V�· ___ _

My commission expires

If you make a false statement on this application, you could be found guilty of a Class A misdemeanor or a state jail felony under Texas Penal Code§ 37.10.

Page4 • 50-296 • 07-13/8 For more information, visit our website: www.texasahead.org/tax_programs/chapter313/
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Applicati@n for Appraised Valme Limitation on Qualified Piroperty 

ECONOMIC INCENTIVES 

Identify state programs the project will apply for: 

State Source Amount 

Chapter 312 Tax Abatement Approx. 80% for first phase 

Total 

Will other incentives be offered by local units of government? ..................................................... IZ] Yes D No 

Please use the following box for additional details regarding incentives. (Use attachments if necessary.) 

The project company has received approx. 80% property tax abatement from Starr County for the earlier phase of its project 
(owned by Hidalgo Wind Farm LLC), and intends to negotiate property tax abatements with Starr County and Starr County 
Hospital District for the contemplated expansion owned by Hidalgo Wind Farm II LLC. 

THE PROPERTY 1·, : •• , • • -· •• , • • ' , • , 

Identify county or counties in which the proposed project will be located __ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___ S_t_a _rr_C_o_u_n_t�y _ _ _ _ _ ___ _ __

Central Appraisal District (CAD) that will be responsible for appraising the property Starr County Appraisal D istrict 

Will this CAD be acting on behalf of another CAD to appraise this property? .......................................... D Yes IZ] No 

List all taxing entities that have jurisdiction for the property and the portion of project within each entity 

county: __ __ _ _ _  S _ta_ r _r _C_o_u_n_ty_ -_1 _0 _0 _o/c_o _ ____ _
(Name and percent of project) 

Hospital District: Starr County Memorial Hopsital District-100 
(Name and percent of project) 

Other (describe): Starr Farm Road-100% 
(Name and percent of project) 

City: N/A 
(Name and percent of project) 

water District: ___ S_ t _a _rr_C_o _u_n _ty_D_r _a _i n_a_g_ e_D_is_ t _ri _c _t- _1 _0_0_o/c_o __ 
(Name and percent of project) 

Other (describe): South Texas Community College District 
(Name and percent of project) 

Is the project located entirely within this ISO? .................................................................. IZ] Yes D No 

If not, please provide additional information on the project scope and size to assist in the economic analysis. 

Not Applicable 

For more information, visit our website: www.texasahead.org/tax_programs/chapter313/ 50-296 • 07-13/8 • Page 7 
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TAB 4- DESCRIPTION OF THE PROJECT 

From initial application: 

The 2nd phase expansion will consist of a wind energy facility designed to utilize wind 

power for electricity generation. The 1st phase of Hidalgo Wind Farm LLC will be located 

in Hidalgo County in Edinburg CISD. The 2nd phase project expansion will be located 

100% in Starr County and Rio Grande City CISD. It will utilize 25 Vestas V110 2.0 MW 

turbines for electricity generation with a nameplate capacity of 50.0MW dependent on 

turbine selection. 

Applicant plans to construct the project beginning no later than April 2016 with a 

commercial operation date {"COD") of December 31, 2016. The total planned 

investment is estimated around $72.7M for Rio Grande City CISD. 

All of the property for which the Applicant is seeking a limitation of appraised value will 

be owned by the Applicant, Hidalgo Wind Farm LLC. 

Amendment: 

The 2nd phase expansion would further include an additional 14 Vestas V136 3.6 MW 

turbines (nameplate capacity 50.4 MW} to be constructed in 2019, all of which would be 

sited entirely in Starr County and Rio Grande City CISD, as well as underground 

conductor cables used to transport electricity from each turbine to the existing electrical 

substation. 

This additional expansion would accompany $48 million of capital investment invested 

in Rio Grande City CISD. Applicant contemplates construction beginning Q2 2019 with 

the commercial operation date ("COD") occurring Q4 2019. 

All qualified property would be owned by Hidalgo Wind Farm II LLC, a member of 

Hidalgo Wind Farm LLC's combined group for Texas franchise tax purposes. 
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TAB 8- DESCRIPTION OF THE QUALIFIED PROPERTY 

From initial application: 

The Applicant is requesting an appraised value limitation on all of the property 

constructed or placed upon real property described in Schedule A within Rio Grande City 

CISD, which is located in Starr County. The property for which the Applicant is 

requesting an appraised value limitation shall include, but is not limited to, the 

following: 25 Vestas V110 2.0 MW wind turbine towers to generation 50.0 MW of 

power; 25 reinforced concrete foundations supporting the weight of each turbine 

tower; 25 electric power transformers; and electric poles and conductor cables used to 

transport electricity from each turbine tower to an electrical substation. 

Amendment: 

The Qualified Property that would be built in 2019 would likely include: 

• 14 Vestas V136 3.6 MW wind turbine towers to generate 50 megawatts of

power;

• 14 reinforced concrete foundations supporting the weight of each turbine tower;

• Underground conductor cables used to transport electricity from each turbine

towers to an existing electrical substation; and

• One permanent meteorological tower.

The investment size and estimated property tax valuations are provided in Schedules Al 

and A2. Tab 11 contains the project area map showing the contemplated location of 

each turbine. These locations are not finalized due to micro-siting, but all 14 turbines 

would be located within Rio Grande City CISD and constitute Qualified Property. The 

portion of underground conductor cables located outside RGCCISD Would not constitute 

Qualified Property. 
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