
 
 

 
LYNN M. MOAK, PARTNER  DANIEL T. CASEY, PARTNER 
 

July 29, 2020 

www.moakcasey.com 

Phone 512-485-7878 901 S. Mopac ExpwyBldg. III Suite 310Austin, TX 78746 Fax 512-485-7888 

 
Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts 
Local Government Assistance & Economic Analysis Division 
P.O. Box 13528 
Austin, Texas 78711-3528 
 
RE: 1435-Amendment004Execution001 to the Harrold Independent School District from Western 
Trail Wind, LLC 
 
To the Local Government Assistance & Economic Analysis Division: 
 
Please find enclosed Amendment004Execution001 to the Harold Independent School District from 
Western Trail Wind, LLC. The following changes have been made: 
 

• Tab 1 
i. Page 3 Section 2 #4 – Updated consultant contact information  
ii. Page Section 4 #4a – Added the Seymour ISD application (which was submitted 

after this application was deemed complete) 
• Tab 4 – Updated number of turbines, number of MW, and added additional school district 

and county where the project has been expanded 
• Tab 6 - Updated number of turbines, number of MW, and added additional school district 

and county where the project has been expanded.  Added a map of the entire project area.   
• Tab 7,8 – Updated number of turbines, number of MW, and added additional school district 

and county where the project has been expanded 
• Tab 11 – Updated maps with latest layout and Reinvestment Zone boundary  
• Tab 12 – Updated number of jobs letter.  Note the number of jobs committed to be created 

for the entire project or within the district is not changing 
• Tab 16 – Updated information with new Reinvestment Zone 

 
Thank you for your assistance in this matter. If you have any questions or need additional 
information, please feel free to contact me. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Daniel T. Casey 
School District Consultant 
 
cc: Ms. Sandy Burkett, Chief Appraiser, Wilbarger County Appraisal District 
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SECTION 2: Applicant Information (continued)

4. Authorized Company Consultant (If Applicable)

________________________________________________  ________________________________________________
First Name Last Name 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Title

___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Firm Name

________________________________________________  ________________________________________________
Phone Number Fax Number 

________________________________________________
Business Email Address 

SECTION 3: Fees and Payments

1. Has an application fee been paid to the school district? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   Yes  No

The total fee shall be paid at time of the application is submitted to the school district. Any fees not accompanying the original application shall be
considered supplemental payments.

1a. If yes, attach in Tab 2 proof of application fee paid to the school district.

For the purpose of questions 2 and 3, “payments to the school district” include any and all payments or transfers of things of value made to the school 
district or to any person or persons in any form if such payment or transfer of thing of value being provided is in recognition of, anticipation of, or 
consideration for the agreement for limitation on appraised value.

2. Will any “payments to the school district” that you may make in order to receive a property tax value limitation
agreement result in payments that are not in compliance with Tax Code §313.027(i)? 

3. If “payments to the school district” will only be determined by a formula or methodology without a specific
amount being specified, could such method result in “payments to the school district” that are not in
compliance with Tax Code §313.027(i)? 

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

  Yes      No      N/A

  Yes      No      N/A

SECTION 4: Business Applicant Information

1. What is the legal name of the applicant under which this application is made?  ______________________________________________
2. List the Texas Taxpayer I.D. number of entity subject to Tax Code, Chapter 171 (11 digits)

3. List the NAICS code  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

4. Is the applicant a party to any other pending or active Chapter 313 agreements? 

  

 

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   Yes      No

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ____________________

 ____________________

4a. If yes, please list application number, name of school district and year of agreement 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

SECTION 5: Applicant Business Structure

1. Identify Business Organization of Applicant (corporation, limited liability corporation, etc) ________________________________________ 

2. Is applicant a combined group, or comprised of members of a combined group, as defined by Tax Code §171.0001(7)?  . . . . . .  Yes      No

2a. If yes, attach in Tab 3 a copy of Texas Comptroller Franchise Tax Form No. 05-165, No. 05-166, or any other documentation
from the Franchise Tax Division to demonstrate the applicant’s combined group membership and contact information.

3. Is the applicant current on all tax payments due to the State of Texas? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

4. Are all applicant members of the combined group current on all tax payments due to the State of Texas?  . . . . . . .

 Yes      No

 Yes      No    N/A

5. If the answer to question 3 or 4 is no, please explain and/or disclose any history of default, delinquencies and/or
any material litigation, including litigation involving the State of Texas. (If necessary, attach explanation in Tab 3)

App. 1435 - Amendment004Execution001 - 7/21/2020 
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SECTION 1: School DIstrict Information (continued)
3. Authorized School District Consultant (If Applicable)

________________________________________________
First Name Last Name 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Title

___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Firm Name

________________________________________________
Phone Number Fax Number 

________________________________________________
Mobile Number

4. On what date did the district determine this application complete? 

5. Has the district determined that the electronic copy and hard copy are identical? 

 ________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________
 (optional) Email Address 

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ____________________

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   Yes      No

SECTION 2: Applicant Information

1. Authorized Company Representative (Applicant)

________________________________________________
First Name Last Name 

________________________________________________
Title Organization

___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Street Address 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Mailing Address 

________________________________________________
City State ZIP

________________________________________________
Phone Number Fax Number 

________________________________________________
Mobile Number (optional) Business Email Address 

 ________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________

 ____________________________

 ________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________

 _________________

2. Will a company official other than the authorized company representative be responsible for responding to future
information requests? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Yes      No

2a.  If yes, please fill out contact information for that person.

________________________________________________
First Name Last Name 

________________________________________________
Title Organization

___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Street Address 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Mailing Address 

________________________________________________
City State ZIP

________________________________________________
Phone Number Fax Number 

________________________________________________
Mobile Number

 ________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________

 ____________________________   _________________

 ________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________
 (optional) Business Email Address 

3. Does the applicant authorize the consultant to provide and obtain information related to this application? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Yes      No

1435- Harrold- Western Trail- Supplement002 
August 5, 2020
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Tab Item 4 

Detailed Description of the Project 

Provide a detailed description of the scope of the proposed project, including, at a minimum, the 
type and planned use of real and tangible personal property, the nature of the business, a 
timeline for property construction or installation, and any other relevant information. 

Western Trail Wind, LLC ("Western Trail Wind") is requesting a Chapter 313 Appraised Value 
Limitation Agreement from Harrold ISD for a proposed renewable energy project using wind 
turbines (the "Project") to be constructed partially in Harrold and Vernon ISDs (Wilbarger 
County) and partially in Seymour ISD (Baylor County).  The portion of the Project located in 
Harrold ISD is the subject of this application.  The portions of the Project located in Vernon ISD 
and Seymour ISD are the subject of separate applications being filed simultaneously with this 
application. 

The installed capacity of the proposed project is expected to be approximately 366.6 megawatts 
(MW). While turbine type and size have yet to be finalized, the current plan is to utilize 
approximately one hundred thirty (130) GE 2.82 MW wind turbine generators with 89 m towers 
and rotors of 127m diameter. The Project is anticipated to cover 25,000 acres of privately-owned 
land, all currently used as farmland or pasture, and such uses can continue as the Project is 
designed to be compatible with such activities. Construction of the Project is expected to 
commence in October 2020 and is anticipated to be complete in December of 2021.  The siting 
of the wind turbine generators is currently proposed to be allocated among the school districts 
as follows: 

Vernon ISD 

44 turbines for a total of 124.08 MW 

Harrold ISD 

37 turbines for a total of 104.34 MW 

Seymour ISD 

49 turbines for a total of 138.18 MW 

In addition to the wind turbines, the Project will also include the following improvements in 
Harrold ISD: 

• a series of new access roads to the turbines

• underground electrical collection cables (located throughout the Project area)

• project substation

• overhead transmission line connecting to a substation at the Point of Interconnection
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Tab Item 6 

The overall project is anticipated to have a capacity of 366.6 MW consisting of one hundred thirty (130) 
GE 2.82 MW wind turbine generators.  The siting of the turbines will be allocated among the school 
districts as follows: 

Vernon ISD 

44 turbines for a total of 124.08 MW 

Harrold ISD 

37 turbines for a total of 104.34 MW 

Seymour ISD  

49 turbines for a total of 138.18 MW 

Based on the location of the turbines shown above, 33.8% of the Project is in Vernon ISD, 28.5% of the 
Project in Harrold ISD, and 37.7% of the project is in Seymour ISD. 

62.3% of the Project is in Wilbarger County and 37.7% of the Project is in Baylor County. 

App. 1435 - Amendment004Execution001 - 7/21/2020 
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Tab Item 7 

Description of Qualified Investment 

Western Trail Wind, LLC plans to construct a 366.6 MW wind farm consisting of 130 turbines in Wilbarger 
County and Baylor County within the boundaries of Vernon ISD, Harrold ISD, and Seymour ISD. 

The applicant is requesting an appraised value limitation on all the qualified investment and the qualified 
property constructed or placed upon the real property within Harrold ISD.  For purposes of this application, 
the Project anticipates using General Electric (GE) 2.82 MW turbines.  The qualified investment in Harrold 
ISD is expected to include approximately thirty-seven (37) GE 2.82 MW wind turbine generators, including 
89m towers, nacelles, rotors with 127m rotor diameter, and reinforced concrete foundations, pads, 
underground and overhead electric collection cables, met towers, and control systems as necessary for the 
commercial generation of electricity.  While the turbine locations have not yet been finalized, they are 
expected to be sited in a series of rows running approximately east to west in the Southeastern part of 
Wilbarger county and Northeastern part of Baylor County.  The map in Tab 11 shows the preliminary 
turbine locations.  The exact placement of these turbines, as well as the exact specifications, heights, and 
component parts, is subject to ongoing planning, soil and geotechnical studies, and engineering and will be 
determined before construction commences. 

In addition to the wind turbines, the project will also include the following qualified investment in Harrold 
ISD: 

• Access roads to the turbines
• Underground electrical collection cables
• Project substation
• Overhead transmission line connecting the project substation to the Point of Interconnection
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Tab Item 8 

Description of Qualified Property 

Western Trail Wind, LLC plans to construct a 366.6 MW wind farm consisting of 130 turbines in Wilbarger 
County and Baylor County within the boundaries of Vernon ISD, Harrold ISD, and Seymour ISD. 

The applicant is requesting an appraised value limitation on all the qualified investment and the qualified 
property constructed or placed upon the real property within Harrold ISD.  For purposes of this application, 
the Project anticipates using General Electric (GE) 2.82 MW turbines.  The qualified investment in Harrold 
ISD is expected to include approximately thirty-seven (37) GE 2.82 MW wind turbine generators, including 
89m towers, nacelles, rotors with 127m rotor diameter, and reinforced concrete foundations, pads, 
underground and overhead electric collection cables, met towers, and control systems as necessary for the 
commercial generation of electricity.  While the turbine locations have not yet been finalized, they are 
expected to be sited in a series of rows running approximately east to west in the Southeastern part of 
Wilbarger county and Northeastern part of Baylor County.  The map in Tab 11 shows the preliminary 
turbine locations.  The exact placement of these turbines, as well as the exact specifications, heights, and 
component parts, is subject to ongoing planning, soil and geotechnical studies, and engineering and will be 
determined before construction commences. 

In addition to the wind turbines, the project will also include the following qualified investment in Harrold 
ISD: 

• Access roads to the turbines
• Underground electrical collection cables
• Project substation
• Overhead transmission line connecting the project substation to the Point of Interconnection
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Tab Item 11 

Maps 

Vicinity Map with Project Boundary within Harrold ISD Coordinates: 
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Location of Vernon ISD Boundary, Harrold ISD Boundary, Seymour ISD Boundary, Wilbarger 
County Boundary, Baylor County Boundary, Reinvestment Zone within Wilbarger County, Project 

Boundary within Harrold ISD: 
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Improvements in Harrold ISD: 
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Tab Item 12 
Request for Waiver of Job Creation Requirement 

July 21, 2020 

Superintendent Thweatt  
Harrold ISD 
18106 Stewart Street 
Harrold, TX 76364 

Re: Chapter 313 Job Waiver Request 

Dear Superintendent Thweatt, 

Please consider this letter to be Western Trail Wind, LLC's formal request to waive the minimum 
new job creation requirement, as provided under Texas Tax Code 313.025(f-l). 

The governing body of a school district may waive the new jobs creation requirement in Section 
313.021(2)(A)(iv)(b) or 313.05l(b) and approve an application if the governing body makes a 
finding that the jobs creation requirement exceeds the industry standard for the number of 
employees reasonably necessary for the operation of the facility of the property that is described 
in this application. Wind energy projects create many full-time jobs during the construction phase, 
but these jobs are temporary by nature. Once the project is in operation, a small crew of full-time 
employees will maintain and operate the facility. Approximately one full time employee is needed 
per 20 wind turbines installed during the operations of a wind energy project.  We expect to install 
thirty-seven (37) turbines throughout Harrold ISD for the project.  As such, we can commit to 
creating two (2) full-time positions to fill the project’s needs in Harrold ISD.  All would be 
qualifying jobs as described in Section 313.021(3) of the Texas Tax Code. 

The applicant requests that the Harrold ISD's Board of Trustees make such a finding and waive 
the job creation requirement. This waiver request is in line with industry standards for the job 
requirements for a wind energy facility of this size, as evidenced by limitation agreement 
applications that have been filed by other wind energy developers, and by documentation related 
to the development and operation of wind generation facilities. 

The project stands to provide significant benefits to the community with respect to increased tax 
base and the ongoing royalty payments it will make to local landowners. 

Kind Regards, 

Lucas Buseck 
Project Developer 
Western Trail Wind, LLC 
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Tab Item 16 

Description of Reinvestment Zone 

The entire portion of the Project in Harrold ISD lies within the reinvestment zone established by 
order on March 23, 2020 in Wilbarger County.  Documentation for the Reinvestment Zone is 
attached.  Documentation for the Wilbarger County Guidelines and Criteria for Tax Abatement is 
attached. 
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WESTERN TRAIL RZ WILBARGER COUNTY, TEXAS

SECTION BLOCK SURVEY ABSTRACT COUNTY
20 6 H&TC RR CO A-1288 WILBARGER
17 6 H&TC RR CO WILBARGER
21 6 H&TC RR CO A-55 WILBARGER
16 6 H&TC RR CO A-1289 WILBARGER
9 6 H&TC RR CO A-59 WILBARGER
4 6 H&TC RR CO A-1287 WILBARGER
4 BROWNING & NEWTON WILBARGER

43 3 H&TC RR CO A-976 WILBARGER
42 3 H&TC RR CO A-1879 WILBARGER
29 3 H&TC RR CO A-203 WILBARGER
28 3 H&TC RR CO WILBARGER
27 3 H&TC RR CO A-267 WILBARGER
16 3 H&TC RR CO A-1778 & A-2078 WILBARGER
30 3 H&TC RR CO A-1771 WILBARGER
41 3 H&TC RR CO A-975 WILBARGER
44 3 H&TC RR CO A-1958 & A-1666 WILBARGER
2 6 H&TC RR CO A-1628, A-1931 & A-1653 WILBARGER
3 6 H&TC RR CO A-62 WILBARGER

10 6 H&TC RR CO A-1558 & A-1625 WILBARGER
11 6 H&TC RR CO A-58 WILBARGER
14 6 H&TC RR CO A-1508 & A-1818 WILBARGER
15 6 H&TC RR CO A-61 WILBARGER
22 6 H&TC RR CO A-2052 WILBARGER
23 6 H&TC RR CO A-117 WILBARGER
24 6 H&TC RR CO A-1661 & A-1836 WILBARGER
13 6 H&TC RR CO A-73 WILBARGER
12 6 H&TC RR CO A-1963, A-1510 & A-1665 WILBARGER
1 6 H&TC RR CO A-60 WILBARGER

45 3 H&TC RR CO A-208 WILBARGER
40 3 H&TC RR CO A-1676 & A-1002 WILBARGER
31 3 H&TC RR CO A-266 WILBARGER
26 3 H&TC RR CO A-1757 & A-1646 WILBARGER
17 3 H&TC RR CO A-261 WILBARGER
18 3 H&TC RR CO A-1947 & A-1701 WILBARGER
25 3 H&TC RR CO A-265 WILBARGER
32 3 H&TC RR CO A-1602, A-1926 & A-1791 WILBARGER
39 3 H&TC RR CO A-207 WILBARGER
46 3 H&TC RR CO A-1674 & A-1919 WILBARGER
10 17 H&TC RR CO A-1679 & A-1507 WILBARGER
9 17 H&TC RR CO A-457 WILBARGER
8 17 H&TC RR CO A-989 & A-1908 WILBARGER
7 17 H&TC RR CO A-456 WILBARGER
6 17 H&TC RR CO A-1696 & A-1957 WILBARGER
5 17 H&TC RR CO A-458 WILBARGER
4 17 H&TC RR CO A-1718, A-1550 & A-1837 WILBARGER
3 17 H&TC RR CO A-459 WILBARGER

47 3 H&TC RR CO A-209 WILBARGER
38 3 H&TC RR CO A-1675, A-1851 & A-1149 WILBARGER
33 3 H&TC RR CO A-204 WILBARGER
24 3 H&TC RR CO A-1918, A-1994 & A-1153 WILBARGER

All or Portions of the following Sections - See Attached Map

Exhibit A



19 3 H&TC RR CO A-262 WILBARGER
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