
 

 
 512.637.4244 | saraleonlaw.com 

Austin | Houston | Corpus Christi 
2901 Via Fortuna, Building 6, Suite 475 

Austin, Texas 78746 

 

 

July 29, 2020 
 
Via Electronic Mail: Ch313.apps@cpa.texas.gov 
Local Government Assistance & Economic Analysis 
Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts 
111 E. 17th Street 
Austin, Texas 78774 
 

Re: Application #1370 from Samson Solar Energy III LLC to Prairiland Independent 
School District – Amendment After Agreement and Proposed Amended Agreement 

 
Dear Ms. Collazo: 
 
Attached please find Amendment 001 After Agreement to the Application for Appraised Value 
Limitation for Samson Solar Energy III LLC (Application #1370).  This amendment reflects 
updates to project maps, acreage, capital investment, inverters, existing improvement amounts and 
maps, new reinvestment zone map and resolution, revisions to Schedules A1-D, and a new 
signature page. 

 
Thank you for your consideration of this application.  If you have any questions, or would like to 
discuss this matter further, please contact me at 512.637.4298. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 

Sara Hardner Leon 
Enclosures 
 
cc: Via Electronic Mail: jballard@prairiland.net   
 Jeff Ballard, Superintendent of Schools, Prairiland Independent School District 

 
Via Electronic Mail: bcure@invenergyllc.com 
Bristi Cure, Director of Renewable Development, Invenergy LLC 
 
Via Electronic Mail: adam.h.glatz@ey.com 
Adam Glatz, Senior Manager, Ernst & Young LLP 



 

ATTACHMENT TO APPLICATION FOR CHAPTER 313 APPRAISED VALUE
LIMITATION BY SAMSON SOLAR ENERGY III LLC TO PRAIRILAND ISD

 

 

 

 

Samson Solar Energy III LLC

Application for Appraised Value Limitation on Qualified Property

To

Prairiland ISD

 

 

Tab #1 

Application pages attached 
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SECTION 12: Qualified Property

1. Attach a detailed description of the qualified property. [See §313.021(2)] (If qualified investment describes qualified property exactly, you may skip items 
a, b and c below.) The description must include:

1a. a specific and detailed description of the qualified property for which you are requesting an appraised value limitation as defined by Tax Code 
§313.021 (Tab 8);

1b. a description of any new buildings, proposed new improvements or personal property which you intend to include as part of your qualified 
property (Tab 8); and

1c. a map of the qualified property showing location of new buildings or new improvements with vicinity map (Tab 11).

2. Is the land upon which the new buildings or new improvements will be built part of the qualified property described by  
§313.021(2)(A)? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   Yes      No

2a. If yes, attach complete documentation including:

a. legal description of the land (Tab 9);

b. each existing appraisal parcel number of the land on which the new improvements will be constructed, regardless of whether or not all of 
the land described in the current parcel will become qualified property (Tab 9);

c. owner (Tab 9);

d. the current taxable value of the land. Attach estimate if land is part of larger parcel (Tab 9); and

e. a detailed map showing the location of the land with vicinity map (Tab 11).

3. Is the land on which you propose new construction or new improvements currently located in an area designated as a  
reinvestment zone under Tax Code Chapter 311 or 312 or as an enterprise zone under Government Code Chapter 2303? . . . .   Yes      No

3a.  If yes, attach the applicable supporting documentation:

a. evidence that the area qualifies as a enterprise zone as defined by the Governor’s Office (Tab 16);

b. legal description of reinvestment zone (Tab 16);

c. order, resolution or ordinance establishing the reinvestment zone (Tab 16);

d. guidelines and criteria for creating the zone (Tab 16); and

e. a map of the reinvestment zone or enterprise zone boundaries with vicinity map (Tab 11)

3b. If no, submit detailed description of proposed reinvestment zone or enterprise zone with a map indicating 
the boundaries of the zone on which you propose new construction or new improvements to the Comptroller’s 
office within 30 days of the application date. What is the anticipated date on which you will submit final proof 
of a reinvestment zone or enterprise zone?  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 
 

 
 _____________________

SECTION 13: Information on Property Not Eligible to Become Qualified Property

1. In Tab 10, attach a specific and detailed description of all existing property. This includes buildings and improvements existing as of the application 
review start date (the date the application is determined to be complete by the Comptroller). The description must provide sufficient detail to locate all 
existing property on the land that will be subject to the agreement and distinguish existing property from future proposed property. 

2. In Tab 10, attach a specific and detailed description of all proposed new property that will not become new improvements as defined by TAC 
9.1051. This includes proposed property that: functionally replaces existing or demolished/removed property; is used to maintain, refurbish, renovate, 
modify or upgrade existing property; or is affixed to existing property; or is otherwise ineligible to become qualified property.  The description must 
provide sufficient detail to distinguish existing property (question 1) and all proposed new property that cannot become qualified property from 
proposed qualified property that will be subject to the agreement (as described in Section 12 of this application).

3. For the property not eligible to become qualified property listed in response to questions 1 and 2 of this section, provide the following supporting 
information in Tab 10:

a. maps and/or detailed site plan;

b. surveys;

c. appraisal district values and parcel numbers;

d. inventory lists;

e. existing and proposed property lists;

f. model and serial numbers of existing property; or

g. other information of sufficient detail and description.

4. Total estimated market value of existing property (that property described in response to question 1):  . . . . . . . . . . . . $ _____________________
5. In Tab 10, include an appraisal value by the CAD of all the buildings and improvements existing as of a date 

within 15 days of the date the application is received by the school district.
 

6. Total estimated market value of proposed property not eligible to become qualified property  
(that property described in response to question 2):  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ _____________________

Note: Investment for the property listed in question 2 may count towards qualified investment in Column C of Schedules A-1 and A-2, if it meets the 
requirements of 313.021(1). Such property cannot become qualified property on Schedule B.

✔

✔

1,299,590.00

1,299,590.00
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Tab #4

Detailed Description of Project

Samson Solar Energy III LLC proposes constructing an up to 250 MW solar electric generation facility on
up to 4,620 acres of privately-owned land in Lamar County.
 
The proposed qualified investment consists of solar photovoltaic modules, a single axis tracking system,
driven-pile foundations, DC wiring, DC/AC inverters, medium voltage step-up transformers, AC
cabling and a central substation with a high voltage step-up transformer. Upon completion the site will
include 50-70 inverters and 450,000 – 1,000,000 panels depending on the final size of the project
built and the technology used.
 
Other improvements include an electrical substation or switchyard, an overhead transmission line, 
collection cable, foundations and racking, and other equipment associated with the solar facility.
 
The capital investment for this project is estimated to be $225 million to $275 million. There will be 
100 construction jobs in the second year and 100 construction jobs in the third year, as well as one (1)
permanent local job once fully operational. Samson Solar Energy II LLC anticipates the commencement
of commercial operations for this project by the fourth quarter of 2021. This project is may be referred
to as Samson or Samson Solar Energy in media reports.

 
The following interconnection queue numbers are associated with Samson Solar Energy III LLC: 
21INR0001, 21INR0491.



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tab #7

Description of Qualified Investment

The proposed qualified investment consists of solar photovoltaic modules, a single axis tracking system,
driven-pile foundations, DC wiring, DC/AC inverters, medium voltage step-up transformers, AC
cabling and a central substation with a high voltage step-up transformer. Upon completion the site will
include 50-70 inverters and 450,000 – 1,000,000 panels depending on the final size of the project
built and the technology used.
 
Other improvements include an electrical substation or switchyard, an overhead transmission line, 
collection cable, foundations and raking, and other equipment associated with the solar facility.
 
The capital investment for this project is estimated to be $225 million to $275 million. Samson Solar 
Energy II LLC anticipates the commencement of commercial operations for this project by the fourth 
quarter of 2021. 
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Tab #8

Description of Qualified Property

Samson Solar Energy III LLC proposes constructing an up to 250 MW solar electric generation facility on
up to 4,620 acres of privately-owned land in Lamar County.
 
The proposed qualified investment consists of solar photovoltaic modules, a single axis tracking system,
driven-pile foundations, DC wiring, DC/AC inverters, medium voltage step-up transformers, AC
cabling and a central substation with a high voltage step-up transformer. Upon completion the site will
include 50-70 inverters and 450,000 – 1,000,000 panels depending on the final size of the project
built and the technology used.
 
Other improvements include an electrical substation or switchyard, an overhead transmission line, 
collection cable, foundations and raking, and other equipment associated with the solar facility.
 
The capital investment for this project is estimated to be $190 million. Samson Solar Energy II LLC 
anticipates the commencement of commercial operations for this project by the fourth quarter of 
2021.
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Tab #9

Description of Land

Samson Solar Energy III LLC has leased 4,620 acres of land with local land owners in Lamar County,

Texas for the construction and operation of the Project.
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Tab #10

Description of all property not eligible to become qualified property (if applicable)

The existing land improvements include both private residence and commercial barns, sheds, garages,
mobile homes, metal buildings, carports, pole barns, wooden decks, and canopies . These improvements
are not eligible to become qualified property. Attached are general property tax statements taken from
the Lamar County Appraisal District website displaying the 2019 appraised values of the existing real
property improvements for a total of $1,299,590.
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Tab #11

Maps

A. Project vicinity – Attached

B. Qualified investment including location of tangible personal property to be placed in service during
the qualifying time period – Attached

C. Qualified property including location of new buildings or new improvements – Attached

D. Existing property – Attached

E. Land location within vicinity map – Attached

F. Reinvestment zone within vicinity map, showing the actual or proposed boundaries and size –
Attached
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Tab #14

Schedules A1, A2, B, C, and D completed and signed Economic Impact

See attached.

Samson Solar Energy III LLC

Application for Appraised Value Limitation on Qualified Property

To

Prairiland ISD

ATTACHMENT TO APPLICATION FOR CHAPTER 313 APPRAISED VALUE
LIMITATION BY SAMSON SOLAR ENERGY III LLC TO PRAIRILAND ISD
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ATTACHMENT TO APPLICATION FOR CHAPTER 313 APPRAISED VALUE
LIMITATION BY SAMSON SOLAR ENERGY III LLC TO PRAIRILAND ISD

 

 

 

 

Samson Solar Energy III LLC

Application for Appraised Value Limitation on Qualified Property

To

Prairiland ISD

 

 

Tab #16

Description of Reinvestment or Enterprise Zone, including:

a)   Evidence that the area qualifies as an enterprise zone as defined by the Governor’s office – N/A

b)   Legal description of reinvestment zone – Reinvestment zone was established by Lamar County on
December 10, 2019.

c)   Order, resolution or ordinance establishing the reinvestment zone - Reinvestment zone was
established by Lamar County on December 10, 2019.

d)   Guidelines and criteria for creating the zone – N/A












