
POWELL & LEON, LLP 
108 Wild Basin Road, Suite 100, Austin, TX 78746    T: (512) 494-1177   F: (512) 494-1188 

 
 

 

Austin          |       Corpus Christi          |         Dallas – Ft. Worth         |       Houston        |          Tyler 

 
 

March 15, 2019 
 

Ms. Tabita Collazo 
Research Analyst 
Data Analysis and Transparency Division 
Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts 
111 E. 17th Street 
Austin, Texas 78774 
 

Re: Application #1284 Crockett County Consolidated Common School District – White Mesa 
Wind, LLC – Amendment #002 (after Agreement) Transmittal Letter 

 
Dear Ms. Collazo: 
 
White Mesa Wind, LLC (the “Applicant”) wishes to amend the Application and Agreement that was approved 
by the Crockett County Consolidated Common School District on December 19, 2018. Enumerated below are 
the changes contained in Amendment #002: 

 
1. Application Section 14: Wage and Employment Information  

a. Item 4: The Applicant commits to creating 9 new qualifying jobs. 
b. Item 6: The Applicant intends to request that the District waive the minimum new qualifying 

job creation requirement.  
 

2. Tab 4: Detailed Description of the Project 
The project description has been updated based on the new total capacity of 350 MW.  
 

3. Tab 7: Description of Qualified Investment 
The qualified investment description has been updated based on the new total capacity of 350 MW.  
 

4. Tab 8: Description of Qualified Property 
The qualified property description has been updated based on the new total capacity of 350 MW.  
 

5. Tab 9: Description of Land 
The description has been updated to reflect that the land will not be part of the Qualified Property.  
 

6. Tab 11: Maps  
New project maps are provided.  
 

7. Tab 12: Request for a Waiver of Job Creation Requirement 
A new job creation waiver request is attached for nine new qualifying jobs according to the industry 
standard of one full-time employee for every fifteen turbines. 
 

8. Tab 14: Schedules 
New financial schedules are provided. 
 

9. Tab 16: Description of Reinvestment Zone 
The final reinvestment zone designations are attached.  
 

10. Application Section 16: Authorized Signatures and Applicant Certification 
A new signature page is attached. 



 
If you have any questions, or would like to discuss this matter further, please contact me, or Shelly Leung, at 
(512) 494-1177. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Sara Hardner Leon 

Enclosures 
 
cc: Via Electronic Mail: raul.chavarria@ozonaschools.net  
 Mr. Raul Chavarria, Superintendent of Schools, Crockett County CCSD 
 
 Via Electronic Mail: faith.tyler@apexcleanenergy.com 
 Ms. Faith Tyler, Project Developer, Apex Clean Energy 
 
 Via Electronic Mail: dsewell@sbaustinlaw.com 
 Mr. David Sewell, Stahl Davies Sewell Chavarria & Friends, LLP 
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Tab 1 

Amended pages attached.
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SECTION 14: Wage and Employment Information

1. What is the estimated number of permanent jobs (more than 1,600 hours a year), with the applicant or a contractor

of the applicant, on the proposed qualified property during the last complete quarter before the application review

start date (date your application is finally determined to be complete)?  _____________________ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

2. What is the last complete calendar quarter before application review start date:

 First Quarter           Second Quarter          Third Quarter           Fourth Quarter of _________
(year)

3. What were the number of permanent jobs (more than 1,600 hours a year) this applicant had in Texas during the

most recent quarter reported to the Texas Workforce Commission (TWC)?  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  _____________________

Note: For job definitions see TAC §9.1051 and Tax Code §313.021(3).

4. What is the number of new qualifying jobs you are committing to create? 

5. What is the number of new non-qualifying jobs you are estimating you will create? 

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  _____________________

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  _____________________

6. Do you intend to request that the governing body waive the minimum new qualifying job creation requirement, as

provided under Tax Code §313.025(f-1)?  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Yes      No

6a. If yes, attach evidence in Tab 12 documenting that the new qualifying job creation requirement above exceeds the number of employees 

necessary for the operation, according to industry standards.

7. Attach in Tab 13 the four most recent quarters of data for each wage calculation below, including documentation from the TWC website. The final

actual statutory minimum annual wage requirement for the applicant for each qualifying job — which may differ slightly from this estimate — will be

based on information from the four quarterly periods for which data were available at the time of the application review start date (date of a completed

application). See TAC §9.1051(21) and (22).

a. Average weekly wage for all jobs (all industries) in the county is  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  _____________________

b. 110% of the average weekly wage for manufacturing jobs in the county is  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  _____________________

c. 110% of the average weekly wage for manufacturing jobs in the region is  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  _____________________

8. Which Tax Code section are you using to estimate the qualifying job wage standard required for

this project? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . §313.021(5)(A)  or §313.021(5)(B)

9. What is the minimum required annual wage for each qualifying job based on the qualified property?  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  _____________________

10. What is the annual wage you are committing to pay for each of the new qualifying jobs you create on the

qualified property?  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  _____________________

11. Will the qualifying jobs meet all minimum requirements set out in Tax Code §313.021(3)? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Yes      No

12. Do you intend to satisfy the minimum qualifying job requirement through a determination of cumulative economic

benefits to the state as provided by §313.021(3)(F)?  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Yes      No

12a.  If yes, attach in Tab 12 supporting documentation from the TWC, pursuant to §313.021(3)(F).

13. Do you intend to rely on the project being part of a single unified project, as allowed in §313.024(d-2), in meeting the

qualifying job requirements?  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Yes      No

13a.  If yes, attach in Tab 6 supporting documentation including a list of qualifying jobs in the other school district(s).

SECTION 15: Economic Impact

1. Complete and attach Schedules A1, A2, B, C, and D in Tab 14. Note: Excel spreadsheet versions of schedules are available for download and printing

at URL listed below.

2. Attach an Economic Impact Analysis, if supplied by other than the Comptroller’s Office, in Tab 15. (not required)

3. If there are any other payments made in the state or economic information that you believe should be included in the economic analysis, attach a

separate schedule showing the amount for each year affected, including an explanation, in Tab 15.
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✔
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Tab 4

Detailed description of the project

Apex Clean Energy Holdings, LLC (“Apex”)  http://www.apexcleanenergy.com/  is an 
independent renewable energy company based in Charlottesville, VA.  Since its founding in 
2009, Apex has become one of the fastest-growing companies in the industry.  Apex has 
completed construction of wind facilities and started construction on additional projects in 
Illinois, Texas, and Oklahoma.  Operating assets under management by Apex have grown to 
approximately 1000 MW as of the first quarter of 2018.  The company has a diversified portfolio 
of over 14,000 MW of wind energy facilities in development around the country (including over 
1000 MW in Texas) and owns several operating solar PV assets.  The company’s management 
team comprises experts from throughout the industry whose collective prior experience includes
the development, financing, construction and operation of over $10 billion in wind and solar 
energy facilities now operating in the United States.

White Mesa Wind, LLC is proposing to construct, operate, and maintain a renewable energy 
facility (the “Project”) utilizing wind-powered electric generation equipment to be located in 
Crockett County, Texas.  The Project will expand the local tax base in the County and contribute 
to employment in the County without triggering any new burden to shared services.  The Project 
will be located in Crockett County Consolidated Common School District.

The overall Project is anticipated to have a capacity of 350 MW consisting of 140 GE 2.5 MW
wind turbines. Construction of the Project is expected to begin in the first Quarter of 2020 with 
completion by the end of 2020.

The Project will interconnect into the ERCOT market’s power grid at the substation located in 
Schneeman substation located in Crockett County.  An approximately 11-mile transmission line 
will connect the Project’s collector substation to the ERCOT substation.

The Project is expected to be operational for 30 years or more.  The Project site is well-suited 
for energy development alongside current agricultural use and is considered low-risk.   
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Tab 7

Description of Qualified Investment

The qualified investment is expected to consist of approximately 140 GE 2.5 MW wind turbines
for a total operating capacity of approximately 350 MW. In addition to the wind turbines, 
electrical connections will be installed to permit the interconnection and transmission of 
electricity generated by the wind turbines. There will also be located within the project boundary 
an electrical substation with one permanent control room; a transmission line to the 
interconnection point to the northwest of the project site; one permanent operations and 
maintenance building; office equipment and computers; anemometer towers; electrical 
transmission interconnects, cables, towers, and control systems for commercial generation of 
electricity; fencing and other equipment as needed for safety and security; and other personal 
property supporting the Project. 

The Project will lease land from local land owners. 
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Tab 8

Description of Qualified Property

The qualified investment is expected to consist of approximately 140 GE 2.5 MW wind turbines 
for a total operating capacity of approximately 350 MW.  In addition to the wind turbines, 
electrical connections will be installed to permit the interconnection and transmission of 
electricity generated by the wind turbines. There will also be located within the project boundary 
an electrical substation with one permanent control room; a transmission line to the 
interconnection point to the northwest of the project site; one permanent operations and 
maintenance building; office equipment and computers; anemometer towers; electrical 
transmission interconnects, cables, towers, and control systems for commercial generation of 
electricity; fencing and other equipment as needed for safety and security; and other personal 
property supporting the Project. 

The Project will lease land from local land owners.
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Tab 9 

Description of Land

Not applicable.  The Land is not part of the qualified property in this application.
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Tab 11

Maps

See attached maps.

The locations of project improvements shown on the attached maps should be considered 
preliminary and are subject to revision.
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Tab 12

Request for Waiver of Job Creation Requirement and supporting information (if 
applicable)

See attached letter.  Based on the attached letter, White Mesa Wind, LLC is committing to 
creating 9 jobs to support the project.
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White Mesa Wind, LLC
Crockett County, Texas

c/o Apex Clean Energy, Inc.
310 4th Street NE, Suite 200   |   Charlottesville, VA 22902

T 434.220.7595   |   F 434.220.3712
apexcleanenergy.com

, 2019

Re: White Mesa Wind, LLC Employment Estimate

To whom it may concern:

Wind projects create a large number of construction jobs but require a small number of highly
skilled technicians to operate a wind project once commercial operations begin. The permanent 
employees of a wind farm maintain and service the wind turbines, underground electrical
connections, substations and other infrastructure associated with the safe and reliable
operation of the project. Based upon Apex’s extensive experience in wind development and a
survey of experienced developers and operators of large scale wind projects, we find that the
industry standard for ratio for permanent employment is one (1) full-time employee for every
fifteen (15) turbines. This number can and does vary depending upon the operator, turbine type
and size, and support and technical assistance offered by the turbine manufacturer. In addition
to the on-site employees described above, there may be asset managers or technicians who
supervise, monitor and support wind project operations from off-site locations.  Based on the
ratio of one (1) full-time employee for every fifteen (15) turbines, White Mesa Wind, LLC
anticipates creating nine (9) new qualifying jobs in Crockett County Consolidated CSD in
connection with this project.

Therefore, we respectfully request that the job creation requirement be waived for this
project.

If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me at (434) 566-3949.

Sincerely,

FFaith Tyler 
Faith Tyler, Development Manager
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Tab 14

Schedules A1, A2, B, C, and D completed and signed Economic Impact (if applicable)

See attached.
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AMENDMENT NO. 2 ( /2019) 

Tab 16

Description of Reinvestment or Enterprise Zone

The following documents are attached as part of Tab 16:

1. Crockett County Tax Abatement Guidelines and Criteria dated February 12, 2016
2. Crockett County Commissioners Court Resolution dated September 10, 2018,

establishing the White Mesa Reinvestment Zone
3. Crockett County Commissioners Court Resolution dated December 13, 2018,

establishing the White Mesa Reinvestment Zone II






















