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February 12, 2016 
 

John Villarreal  Via Email and Federal Express 
Jenny Hicks 
Stephanie Jones 
Economic Development and Analysis Division 
Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts 
111 E. 17th St. 
Austin, TX 78774 
 
  Re: 313 Application – Old Settler Wind, LLC 
 
Dear John, Jenny and Stephanie: 
 
 Enclosed please find an application for appraised value limitation on qualified property 
submitted to Floydada ISD by Old Settler Wind, LLC, on February 11, 2016, along with the 
schedules in Excel format.  A CD containing these documents is also enclosed. 
 

The Floydada ISD Board elected to accept the application on February 11, 2016.  The 
application was determined to be complete on February 12, 2015.  We ask that the Comptroller's 
Office prepare the economic impact report for this development. 
 
 A copy of the application will also be submitted to the Floyd County Appraisal District in 
accordance with 34 Tex. Admin. Code §9.1054.  Please feel free to contact me if you have any 
questions or concerns. 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Encl.      Audie Sciumbato, PhD 
L0QCSAFO0DB138 

cc:   Chief Appraiser, Floyd County Appraisal District 
Bob Kirby, Director, Old Settler Wind, LLC  
Allen Espinosa, Merit Advisors 
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For more information, visit our website: 

www.TexasAhead.org/tax_programs/chapter313/
The Economic Development and Analysis Division at the Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts  

provides information and resources for taxpayers and local taxing entities.

Application for Appraised Value Limitation on Qualified Property
(Tax Code, Chapter 313, Subchapter B or C)

50-296-A • 05-14/2

Economic Development 
and Analysis

Form 50-296-A
INSTRUCTIONS: This application must be completed and filed with the school district. In order for an application to be processed, the governing body 
(school board) must elect to consider an application, but — by Comptroller rule — the school board may elect to consider the application only after the 
school district has received a completed application. Texas Tax Code, Section 313.025 requires that any completed application and any supplemental 
materials received by the school district must be forwarded within seven days to the Comptroller of Public Accounts.

If the school board elects to consider the application, the school district must:
• notify the Comptroller that the school board has elected to consider the application. This notice must include:

– the date on which the school district received the application;
– the date the school district determined that the application was complete;
– the date the school board decided to consider the application; and
– a request that the Comptroller prepare an economic impact analysis of the application;

• provide a copy of the notice to the appraisal district;
• must complete the sections of the application reserved for the school district and provide information required in the Comptroller rules located at 34

Texas Administrative Code (TAC) Section 9.1054; and
• forward the original hard copy of the completed application to the Comptroller in a three-ring binder with tabs, as indicated on page 9 of this

application, separating each section of the documents, in addition to an electronic copy on CD. See 34 TAC Chapter 9, Subchapter F.

The governing body may, at its discretion, allow the applicant to supplement or amend the application after the filing date, subject to the restrictions in 34 
TAC Chapter 9, Subchapter F.

When the Comptroller receives the notice and required information from the school district, the Comptroller will publish all submitted application materials 
on its website. The Comptroller is authorized to treat some application information as confidential and withhold it from publication on the Internet. To do so, 
however, the information must be segregated and comply with the other requirements set out in the Comptroller rules. For more information, see guidelines 
on Comptroller’s website.

The Comptroller will independently determine whether the application has been completed according to the Comptroller’s rules (34 TAC Chapter 9, 
Subchapter F). If the Comptroller finds the application is not complete, the Comptroller will request additional materials from the school district. Pursuant to 
9.1053(a)(1)(C), requested information shall be provided within 20 days of the date of the request. When the Comptroller determines that the application is 
complete, it will send the school district a notice indicating so. The Comptroller will determine the eligibility of the project, issue a certificate for a limitation 
on appraised value to the school board regarding the application and prepare an economic impact evaluation by the 90th day after the Comptroller 
receives a complete application—as determined by the Comptroller.

The school board must approve or disapprove the application not later than the 150th day after the application review start date (the date the application is 
finally determined to be complete), unless an extension is granted. The Comptroller and school district are authorized to request additional information from 
the applicant that is reasonably necessary to issue a certificate, complete the economic impact evaluation or consider the application at any time during 
the application review period.

Please visit the Comptroller’s website to find out more about the program at www.texasahead.org/tax_programs/chapter313/. There are links to the Chapter 
313 statute, rules, guidelines and forms. Information about minimum limitation values for particular districts and wage standards may also be found at that site.

SECTION 1: School DIstrict Information

1. Authorized School District Representative

________________________________________________
Date Application Received by District

________________________________________________   ________________________________________________
First Name Last Name 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Title 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________
School District Name 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Street Address 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Mailing Address 

________________________________________________   ____________________________   _________________
City State ZIP

________________________________________________   ________________________________________________
Phone Number Fax Number 

________________________________________________   ________________________________________________
Mobile Number (optional) Email Address

2. Does the district authorize the consultant to provide and obtain information related to this application? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Yes      No

February 11, 2016

Gilbert Trevino

Superintendent

Floydada ISD

226 W. California Street

226 W. California Street

Floydada TX 79235

806-983-3498 806-983-5739

gtrevino@floydadaisd.esc17.net

✔
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Form 50-296-A
A p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  A p p r a i s e d  Va l u e  L i m i t a t i o n  o n  Q u a l i f i e d  P r o p e r t y

SECTION 1: School DIstrict Information (continued)

3. Authorized School District Consultant (If Applicable)

________________________________________________   ________________________________________________
First Name Last Name 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Title 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Firm Name

________________________________________________   ________________________________________________
Phone Number Fax Number 

________________________________________________   ________________________________________________
Mobile Number (optional) Email Address

4. On what date did the district determine this application complete?  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ____________________

5. Has the district determined that the electronic copy and hard copy are identical? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Yes      No

SECTION 2: Applicant Information

1. Authorized Company Representative (Applicant)

________________________________________________   ________________________________________________
First Name Last Name 

________________________________________________   ________________________________________________
Title Organization 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Street Address 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Mailing Address 

________________________________________________   ____________________________   _________________
City State ZIP

________________________________________________   ________________________________________________
Phone Number Fax Number 

________________________________________________   ________________________________________________
Mobile Number (optional) Business Email Address

2. Will a company official other than the authorized company representative be responsible for responding to future
information requests? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Yes      No

2a.  If yes, please fill out contact information for that person.

________________________________________________   ________________________________________________
First Name Last Name 

________________________________________________   ________________________________________________
Title Organization 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Street Address 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Mailing Address 

________________________________________________   ____________________________   _________________
City State ZIP

________________________________________________   ________________________________________________
Phone Number Fax Number 

________________________________________________   ________________________________________________
Mobile Number (optional) Business Email Address

3. Does the applicant authorize the consultant to provide and obtain information related to this application? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Yes      No

James Wester

Attorney

Underwood Law Firm, P.C.

806-379-0354 806-379-0316

james.wester@uwlaw.com

Bob Kirby

Director Old Settler Wind, LLC

310 4th St. N.E., Suite 200

310 4th St. N.E., Suite 200

Charlottesville VA 22902

434.220.6353

bob.kirby@apexcleanenergy.com

✔

February 12, 2016

X
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SECTION 2: Applicant Information (continued)

4. Authorized Company Consultant (If Applicable)

________________________________________________   ________________________________________________
First Name Last Name 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Title 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Firm Name

________________________________________________   ________________________________________________
Phone Number Fax Number 

________________________________________________
Business Email Address 

SECTION 3: Fees and Payments

1. Has an application fee been paid to the school district? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Yes      No

The total fee shall be paid at time of the application is submitted to the school district. Any fees not accompanying the original application shall be con-
sidered supplemental payments.

1a. If yes, attach in Tab 2 proof of application fee paid to the school district.

For the purpose of questions 2 and 3, “payments to the school district” include any and all payments or transfers of things of value made to the school dis-
trict or to any person or persons in any form if such payment or transfer of thing of value being provided is in recognition of, anticipation of, or consideration 
for the agreement for limitation on appraised value.

2. Will any “payments to the school district” that you may make in order to receive a property tax value limitation
agreement result in payments that are not in compliance with Tax Code §313.027(i)?  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Yes      No      N/A

3. If “payments to the school district” will only be determined by a formula or methodology without a specific
amount being specified, could such method result in “payments to the school district” that are not in
compliance with Tax Code §313.027(i)?  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Yes      No      N/A

SECTION 4: Business Applicant Information

1. What is the legal name of the applicant under which this application is made?  ______________________________________________

2. List the Texas Taxpayer I.D. number of entity subject to Tax Code, Chapter 171 (11 digits) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ____________________

3. List the NAICS code  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ____________________

4. Is the applicant a party to any other pending or active Chapter 313 agreements?  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Yes      No

4a. If yes, please list application number, name of school district and year of agreement 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

SECTION 5: Applicant Business Structure

1. Identify Business Organization of Applicant (corporation, limited liability corporation, etc) ________________________________________

2. Is applicant a combined group, or comprised of members of a combined group, as defined by Tax Code §171.0001(7)?  . . . . . .  Yes      No

2a. If yes, attach in Tab 3 a copy of Texas Comptroller Franchise Tax Form No. 05-165, No. 05-166, or any other documentation  
from the Franchise Tax Division to demonstrate the applicant’s combined group membership and contact information.

3. Is the applicant current on all tax payments due to the State of Texas? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Yes      No

4. Are all applicant members of the combined group current on all tax payments due to the State of Texas?  . . . . . . .  Yes      No      N/A

5. If the answer to question 3 or 4 is no, please explain and/or disclose any history of default, delinquencies and/or
any material litigation, including litigation involving the State of Texas. (If necessary, attach explanation in Tab 3)

Allen Espinosa

Director

Merit Advisors

504.208.5957 813-289-1213

aespinosa@meritatc.com

✔

✔

✔

Old Settler Wind, LLC

32058265235

221115

✔

Limited Liability Company

✔

✔

✔
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SECTION 6: Eligibility Under Tax Code Chapter 313.024

1. Are you an entity subject to the tax under Tax Code, Chapter 171? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Yes      No

2. The property will be used for one of the following activities:

(1) manufacturing  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Yes      No

(2) research and development  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Yes      No

(3) a clean coal project, as defined by Section 5.001, Water Code  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Yes      No

(4) an advanced clean energy project, as defined by Section 382.003, Health and Safety Code . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Yes      No

(5) renewable energy electric generation  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Yes      No

(6) electric power generation using integrated gasification combined cycle technology . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Yes      No

(7) nuclear electric power generation  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Yes      No

(8) a computer center that is used as an integral part or as a necessary auxiliary part for the activity conducted by  
applicant in one or more activities described by Subdivisions (1) through (7)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Yes      No

(9) a Texas Priority Project, as defined by 313.024(e)(7) and TAC 9.1051  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Yes      No

3. Are you requesting that any of the land be classified as qualified investment?  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Yes      No

4. Will any of the proposed qualified investment be leased under a capitalized lease? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Yes      No

5. Will any of the proposed qualified investment be leased under an operating lease? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Yes      No

6. Are you including property that is owned by a person other than the applicant? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Yes      No

7. Will any property be pooled or proposed to be pooled with property owned by the applicant in determining the amount of
your qualified investment? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Yes      No

SECTION 7: Project Description

1. In Tab 4, attach a detailed description of the scope of the proposed project, including, at a minimum, the type and planned use of real and tangible per-
sonal property, the nature of the business, a timeline for property construction or installation, and any other relevant information.

2. Check the project characteristics that apply to the proposed project:

 Land has no existing improvements  Land has existing improvements (complete Section 13)

 Expansion of existing operation on the land (complete Section 13)  Relocation within Texas

SECTION 8: Limitation as Determining Factor

1. Does the applicant currently own the land on which the proposed project will occur? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Yes      No

2. Has the applicant entered into any agreements, contracts or letters of intent related to the proposed project?  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Yes      No

3. Does the applicant have current business activities at the location where the proposed project will occur? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Yes      No

4. Has the applicant made public statements in SEC filings or other documents regarding its intentions regarding the
proposed project location?  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Yes      No

5. Has the applicant received any local or state permits for activities on the proposed project site? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Yes      No

6. Has the applicant received commitments for state or local incentives for activities at the proposed project site? . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Yes      No

7. Is the applicant evaluating other locations not in Texas for the proposed project? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Yes      No

8. Has the applicant provided capital investment or return on investment information for the proposed project in comparison
with other alternative investment opportunities? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Yes      No

9. Has the applicant provided information related to the applicant’s inputs, transportation and markets for the proposed project? . . . .  Yes      No

10. Are you submitting information to assist in the determination as to whether the limitation on appraised value is a determining
factor in the applicant’s decision to invest capital and construct the project in Texas? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   Yes      No

Chapter 313.026(e) states “the applicant may submit information to the Comptroller that would provide a basis for an affirmative determination 

under Subsection (c)(2).” If you answered “yes” to any of the questions in Section 8, attach supporting information in Tab 5.

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
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SECTION 9: Projected Timeline

1. Application approval by school board  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  _____________________

2. Commencement of construction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  _____________________

3. Beginning of qualifying time period  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  _____________________

4. First year of limitation  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  _____________________

5. Begin hiring new employees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  _____________________

6. Commencement of commercial operations  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  _____________________
7. Do you propose to construct a new building or to erect or affix a new improvement after your application review

start date (date your application is finally determined to be complete)? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Yes      No

 Note: Improvements made before that time may not be considered qualified property.

8. When do you anticipate the new buildings or improvements will be placed in service?  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  _____________________

SECTION 10: The Property

1. Identify county or counties in which the proposed project will be located  __________________________________________________

2. Identify Central Appraisal District (CAD) that will be responsible for appraising the property  ______________________________________

3. Will this CAD be acting on behalf of another CAD to appraise this property?  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Yes      No

4. List all taxing entities that have jurisdiction for the property, the portion of project within each entity and tax rates for each entity:

County:  _____________________________________  City:  _____________________________________________
(Name, tax rate and percent of project) (Name, tax rate and percent of project)

Hospital District:  _______________________________  Water District:  _______________________________________
(Name, tax rate and percent of project) (Name, tax rate and percent of project)

Other (describe):  _______________________________  Other (describe):  _____________________________________
(Name, tax rate and percent of project) (Name, tax rate and percent of project)

5. Is the project located entirely within the ISD listed in Section 1?  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Yes      No

5a. If no, attach in Tab 6 additional information on the project scope and size to assist in the economic analysis.

6. Did you receive a determination from the Texas Economic Development and Tourism Office that this proposed project and at least
one other project seeking a limitation agreement constitute a single unified project (SUP), as allowed in §313.024(d-2)? . . . . . . . .  Yes      No

6a. If yes, attach in Tab 6 supporting documentation from the Office of the Governor.

SECTION 11: Investment

NOTE: The minimum amount of qualified investment required to qualify for an appraised value limitation and the minimum amount of appraised value limita-
tion vary depending on whether the school district is classified as Subchapter B or Subchapter C, and the taxable value of the property within the school 
district. For assistance in determining estimates of these minimums, access the Comptroller’s website at www.texasahead.org/tax_programs/chapter313/.

1. At the time of application, what is the estimated minimum qualified investment required for this school district? . . . . . .  _____________________

2. What is the amount of appraised value limitation for which you are applying? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  _____________________
Note: The property value limitation amount is based on property values available at the time of application and  
may change prior to the execution of any final agreement.

3. Does the qualified investment meet the requirements of Tax Code §313.021(1)?  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Yes      No

4. Attach a description of the qualified investment [See §313.021(1).] The description must include:
a. a specific and detailed description of the qualified investment you propose to make on the property for which you are requesting an appraised

value limitation as defined by Tax Code §313.021 (Tab 7);
b. a description of any new buildings, proposed new improvements or personal property which you intend to include as part of your minimum quali-

fied investment (Tab 7); and
c. a detailed map of the qualified investment showing location of tangible personal property to be placed in service during the qualifying time period

and buildings to be constructed during the qualifying time period, with vicinity map (Tab 11).

5. Do you intend to make at least the minimum qualified investment required by Tax Code §313.023 (or §313.053 for
Subchapter C school districts) for the relevant school district category during the qualifying time period? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Yes      No

April 2016

Q2 2016

April 2016

2017

Q3 2016

Q3 2016

✔

Q4 2016

Floyd County

Floyd CAD

✔

Floyd County, $0.63512, 100%

Caprock Hospital, $0.14060, 100% High Plains UWCD #1, $0.00810, 100%

✔

✔

10,000,000.00

20,000,000.00

✔

✔
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SECTION 12: Qualified Property

1. Attach a detailed description of the qualified property. [See §313.021(2)] (If qualified investment describes qualified property exactly, you may skip items
a, b and c below.) The description must include:

1a. a specific and detailed description of the qualified property for which you are requesting an appraised value limitation as defined by Tax Code 
§313.021 (Tab 8);

1b. a description of any new buildings, proposed new improvements or personal property which you intend to include as part of your qualified prop-
erty (Tab 8); and

1c. a map of the qualified property showing location of new buildings or new improvements with vicinity map (Tab 11).

2. Is the land upon which the new buildings or new improvements will be built part of the qualified property described by
§313.021(2)(A)? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Yes      No

2a. If yes, attach complete documentation including:

a. legal description of the land (Tab 9);

b. each existing appraisal parcel number of the land on which the new improvements will be constructed, regardless of whether or not all of
the land described in the current parcel will become qualified property (Tab 9);

c. owner (Tab 9);

d. the current taxable value of the land. Attach estimate if land is part of larger parcel (Tab 9); and

e. a detailed map showing the location of the land with vicinity map (Tab 11).

3. Is the land on which you propose new construction or new improvements currently located in an area designated as a
reinvestment zone under Tax Code Chapter 311 or 312 or as an enterprise zone under Government Code Chapter 2303? . . . .  Yes      No

3a.  If yes, attach the applicable supporting documentation:

a. evidence that the area qualifies as a enterprise zone as defined by the Governor’s Office (Tab 16);

b. legal description of reinvestment zone (Tab 16);

c. order, resolution or ordinance establishing the reinvestment zone (Tab 16);

d. guidelines and criteria for creating the zone (Tab 16); and

e. a map of the reinvestment zone or enterprise zone boundaries with vicinity map (Tab 11)

3b. If no, submit detailed description of proposed reinvestment zone or enterprise zone with a map indicating  
the boundaries of the zone on which you propose new construction or new improvements to the Comptroller’s  
office within 30 days of the application date. What is the anticipated date on which you will submit final proof  
of a reinvestment zone or enterprise zone?  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  _____________________

SECTION 13: Information on Property Not Eligible to Become Qualified Property

1. In Tab 10, attach a specific and detailed description of all existing property. This includes buildings and improvements existing as of the application
review start date (the date the application is determined to be complete by the Comptroller). The description must provide sufficient detail to locate all
existing property on the land that will be subject to the agreement and distinguish existing property from future proposed property.

2. In Tab 10, attach a specific and detailed description of all proposed new property that will not become new improvements as defined by TAC
9.1051. This includes proposed property that: functionally replaces existing or demolished/removed property; is used to maintain, refurbish, renovate,
modify or upgrade existing property; or is affixed to existing property; or is otherwise ineligible to become qualified property.  The description must
provide sufficient detail to distinguish existing property (question 1) and all proposed new property that cannot become qualified property from proposed
qualified property that will be subject to the agreement (as described in Section 12 of this application).

3. For the property not eligible to become qualified property listed in response to questions 1 and 2 of this section, provide the following supporting
information in Tab 10:

a. maps and/or detailed site plan;

b. surveys;

c. appraisal district values and parcel numbers;

d. inventory lists;

e. existing and proposed property lists;

f. model and serial numbers of existing property; or

g. other information of sufficient detail and description.

4. Total estimated market value of existing property (that property described in response to question 1):  . . . . . . . . . . . . $ _____________________

5. In Tab 10, include an appraisal value by the CAD of all the buildings and improvements existing as of a date
within 15 days of the date the application is received by the school district.

6. Total estimated market value of proposed property not eligible to become qualified property  
(that property described in response to question 2):  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ _____________________

Note: Investment for the property listed in question 2 may count towards qualified investment in Column C of Schedules A-1 and A-2, if it meets the require-
ments of 313.021(1). Such property cannot become qualified property on Schedule B.

✔

✔

0.00

0.00
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A p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  A p p r a i s e d  Va l u e  L i m i t a t i o n  o n  Q u a l i f i e d  P r o p e r t y
Economic Development  

and Analysis
Form 50-296-A

SECTION 14: Wage and Employment Information

1. What is the estimated number of permanent jobs (more than 1,600 hours a year), with the applicant or a contractor
of the applicant, on the proposed qualified property during the last complete quarter before the application review
start date (date your application is finally determined to be complete)? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  _____________________

2. What is the last complete calendar quarter before application review start date:

 First Quarter           Second Quarter           Third Quarter           Fourth Quarter of _________
(year)

3. What were the number of permanent jobs (more than 1,600 hours a year) this applicant had in Texas during the
most recent quarter reported to the Texas Workforce Commission (TWC)?  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  _____________________

 Note: For job definitions see TAC §9.1051 and Tax Code §313.021(3).

4. What is the number of new qualifying jobs you are committing to create?  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  _____________________

5. What is the number of new non-qualifying jobs you are estimating you will create?  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  _____________________

6. Do you intend to request that the governing body waive the minimum new qualifying job creation requirement, as
provided under Tax Code §313.025(f-1)?  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Yes      No

6a. If yes, attach evidence in Tab 12 documenting that the new qualifying job creation requirement above exceeds the number of employees neces-
sary for the operation, according to industry standards.

7. Attach in Tab 13 the four most recent quarters of data for each wage calculation below, including documentation from the TWC website. The final actual
statutory minimum annual wage requirement for the applicant for each qualifying job — which may differ slightly from this estimate — will be based on 
information from the four quarterly periods for which data were available at the time of the application review start date (date of a completed application). 
See TAC §9.1051(21) and (22).

a. Average weekly wage for all jobs (all industries) in the county is  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  _____________________

b. 110% of the average weekly wage for manufacturing jobs in the county is  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  _____________________

c. 110% of the average weekly wage for manufacturing jobs in the region is  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  _____________________

8. Which Tax Code section are you using to estimate the qualifying job wage standard required for
this project? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   §313.021(5)(A)  or   §313.021(5)(B)

9. What is the minimum required annual wage for each qualifying job based on the qualified property?  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  _____________________

10. What is the annual wage you are committing to pay for each of the new qualifying jobs you create on the
qualified property?  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  _____________________

11. Will the qualifying jobs meet all minimum requirements set out in Tax Code §313.021(3)? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Yes      No

12. Do you intend to satisfy the minimum qualifying job requirement through a determination of cumulative economic
benefits to the state as provided by §313.021(3)(F)?  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Yes      No

12a.  If yes, attach in Tab 12 supporting documentation from the TWC, pursuant to §313.021(3)(F).

13. Do you intend to rely on the project being part of a single unified project, as allowed in §313.024(d-2), in meeting the
qualifying job requirements?  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Yes      No

13a.  If yes, attach in Tab 6 supporting documentation including a list of qualifying jobs in the other school district(s).

SECTION 15: Economic Impact

1. Complete and attach Schedules A1, A2, B, C, and D in Tab 14. Note: Excel spreadsheet versions of schedules are available for download and printing at
URL listed below.

2. Attach an Economic Impact Analysis, if supplied by other than the Comptroller’s Office, in Tab 15. (not required)

3. If there are any other payments made in the state or economic information that you believe should be included in the economic analysis, attach a sepa-
rate schedule showing the amount for each year affected, including an explanation, in Tab 15.

0

✔ 2015

0

5

0

✔

635.75

753.23

736.87

✔

38,318.00

38,318.00

✔

✔

✔
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A p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  A p p r a i s e d  Va l u e  L i m i t a t i o n  o n  Q u a l i f i e d  P r o p e r t y
Economic Development  

and Analysis
Form 50-296-A

APPLICATION TAB ORDER FOR REQUESTED ATTACHMENTS

TAB ATTACHMENT

1 Pages 1 through 11 of Application

2 Proof of Payment of Application Fee 

3 Documentation of Combined Group membership under Texas Tax Code 171.0001(7), history of tax default, delinquencies and/or material 
litigation (if applicable)

4 Detailed description of the project

5 Documentation to assist in determining if limitation is a determining factor

6 Description of how project is located in more than one district, including list of percentage in each district and, if determined to be a single 
unified project, documentation from the Office of the Governor (if applicable)

7 Description of Qualified Investment

8 Description of Qualified Property 

9 Description of Land 

10 Description of all property not eligible to become qualified property (if applicable)

11 Maps that clearly show:
a) Project vicinity
b) Qualified investment including location of tangible personal propertry to be placed in service during the qualifying time period and

buildings to be constructed during the qualifying time period
c) Qualified property including location of new buildings or new improvements
d) Existing property
e) Land location within vicinity map
f) Reinvestment or Enterprise Zone within vicinity map, showing the actual or proposed boundaries and size

Note: Electronic maps should be high resolution files. Include map legends/markers.

12 Request for Waiver of Job Creation Requirement and supporting information (if applicable)

13 Calculation of three possible wage requirements with TWC documentation

14 Schedules A1, A2, B, C and D completed and signed Economic Impact (if applicable)

15  Economic Impact Analysis, other payments made in the state or other economic information (if applicable)

16 Description of Reinvestment or Enterprise Zone, including:
a) evidence that the area qualifies as a enterprise zone as defined by the Governor’s Office
b) legal description of reinvestment zone*
c) order, resolution or ordinance establishing the reinvestment zone*
d) guidelines and criteria for creating the zone*

* To be submitted with application or before date of final application approval by school board

17 Signature and Certification page, signed and dated by Authorized School District Representative and Authorized Company Representative 
(applicant)



Tab 2 

Proof of Payment of Application Fee 

Proof of payment attached. 



 

 

 

 

Proof of payment of filing fee received by the 
Comptroller of Public Accounts per TAC Rule 
§9.1054 (b)(5) 

 

 

 

(Page Inserted by Office of Texas Comptroller of Public 
Accounts) 

 



Tab 3 

Documentation of Combined Group membership under Texas Tax Code 171.0001 (7), history of 
tax default, delinquencies and/or material litigation (if applicable) 

Not applicable. 



Tab 4 

Detailed description of the project 

Apex Clean Energy Holdings, LLC (“Apex”) is requesting an appraised value limitation from Floydada 
Independent School District (“ISD”) for the Old Settler Wind, LLC Project (“Project”). Apex is proposing to 
construct, operate, and maintain a renewable energy facility primarily utilizing wind-powered electric 
generation equipment, potentially augmented by utility scale solar equipment, to be located in Floyd 
County (“County”), which will expand the local tax base in this rural community and contribute to 
employment in the County without triggering any new burden to shared services.  

The Project is anticipated to have a capacity of 150 MW located in Floydada ISD.  The exact number and 
placement of the wind turbines (and/or solar panels) and size of each will vary depending on the final 
design package. Construction of the Project is expected to begin in the 2nd Quarter of 2016 with 
completion by the end of 2016 and is expected to be operational for 30 years or more.   

The Project site is well-suited for energy development alongside current agricultural use.  It is considered 
low-risk in terms of potential impact to sensitive wildlife due to active farming and abundance of 
comparable habitats in the vicinity. The Project’s wildlife study protocols are consistent with the industry’s 
practices for similar habitats. Threatened and endangered species concerns are considered minimal: no 
mitigation, curtailment or permits are required.  



Tab 5 

Documentation to assist in determining if limitation is a determining factor 

Apex Clean Energy Holdings, LLC (“Apex”), the parent company of Old Settler Wind, LLC, has been in 
the renewable energy sector for over five years and has the capabilities to develop, finance, construct 
and operate renewable facilities with a current development pipeline of over 10,000 MW of independent 
power assets located throughout the United States, of which, currently 1,500 MW have the opportunity to 
be developed in Texas.  

This project was selected as a candidate to explore for development because of the robust wind resource 
in Floyd County and access to the ERCOT market and the new CREZ White River substation plus the 
potential to access the SPP market as well.  The Project is seeking property tax incentives under the Tax 
Code Chapter 312 Tax Abatement and Chapter 313 Appraised Value Limitation.  

Apex would like to develop and build its proposed project but, given the myriad of undetermined variables 
at this early stage, a Chapter 313 Appraised Value Limitation on Qualified Property is necessary to make 
the economics of the project viable by providing relief for the greatest operational cost of the project. If 
Apex cannot secure a Chapter 313 Appraised Value Limitation Agreement, resources will be reallocated 
to other developable counties and/or states competing for similar projects where Apex has land interests 
and state and local taxes are such that the project can be constructed.  



Tab 6 

Description of how project is located in more than one district, including list of percentage in each 
district and, if determined to be a single unified project, documentation from the Office of the 

Governor (if applicable) 

Not applicable. 



Tab 7 

Description of Qualified Investment 

The qualified investment would initially consist of up to 75 wind turbines or more located in Floydada ISD 
with an initial operating capacity of 150 MW, depending on the wind turbine model selected and the 
nameplate capacity of each turbine and may be augmented by utility scale solar depending on market 
demand and interest. In addition to the wind turbines and potential solar equipment, electrical connections 
will be installed to permit the interconnection and transmission of electricity generated by the wind 
turbines. The size and number of turbines will ultimately be determined by the timing of development and 
construction of the project and availability of turbines. There will be an electrical collector substation within 
the project boundary, a short transmission line to the point of interconnection, permanent buildings and 
offices, office equipment and computers, anemometer towers, electrical transmission interconnects, 
cables, towers, spare parts, control systems for commercial generation of electricity, fencing and other 
equipment as needed for safety and security and related office and control buildings and personal 
property supporting the Project.  



Tab 8 

Description of Qualified Property 

Same as Tab 7. See above description.  



Tab 9 

Description of Land 

Not applicable. 



Tab 10 

Description of all property not eligible to become qualified property (if applicable) 

Not applicable. 



Tab 11 

Maps 

See attached. 
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Tab 12 

Request for Waiver of Job Creation Requirement and supporting information (if applicable) 

See the attached letter. 





Tab 13 

Calculation of three possible wage requirements with TWC documentation 

Chapter 313 Wage Calculation – Floyd County – All Industries 

Quarter Year  Avg. Weekly Wages* Annualized 

Fourth 2014 $739 $38,428 
First 2015 $587 $30,524 
Second 2015 $593 $30,836 
Third 2015 $624 $32,448 

Average $635.75 $33,059 
110% $699.33 

Chapter 313 Wage Calculation – Floyd County – Manufacturing Jobs 

Quarter Year  Avg. Weekly Wages*  Annualized 

Fourth 2014 $790 $41,080 
First 2015 $518 $26,936 
Second 2015 $619 $32,188 
Third 2015 $812 $42,224 

Average $684.75 $35,607 
110% $753.23 

Chapter 313 Wage Calculation – Regional Wage Rate – Manufacturing Jobs 

Region Year  Avg. Weekly Wages*  Annualized 

South Plains 2014 $669.88 $34,834 
110% $736.87 

*See attached TWC documentation



Tab 14 

Schedules A1, A2, B, C, and D completed and signed Economic Impact (if applicable) 

See attached. 



Tab 15 

Economic Impact Analysis, other payments made in the state or other economic information (if 
applicable) 

Not applicable. 



Tab 16 

Description of Reinvestment or Enterprise Zone 

a) Evidence that the area qualifies as an enterprise zone as defined by the Governor’s office
b) Legal description of reinvestment zone
c) Order, resolution, or ordinance established the reinvestment zone
d) Guidelines and criteria for creating the zone

a) Not applicable.



EXHIBIT –A- 

Beginning in the northwest corner of Floyd County and then: 

� following the northerly Floyd County line eastward to the northeast corner of Floyd County, 
� Then following the easterly Floyd County line southward to the southeast corner of Floyd 

County, 
� Then following the southerly Floyd County line westward to the east side of US Highway 62. 
� Then following the east boundary of US Highway 62 northward to the city limits of Floydada, TX 
� Then following the Floydada city limits around the east and north sides of the city to the east 

side of US Highway 70 
� Then following the east side of US Highway 70 northward to CR 232 
� Then following the north side of CR 232 westward to the east side of CR 91 
� Then following the east side of CR 91 northward until it joins and turns into FM 378 
� Then following the east side of FM 378 northward to the southeastly city limits of Lockney, TX 
� Then following the Lockney city limits around the east, north, and finally the west side of the city  

back to north side of US Highway 70 
� Then following north side of US Highway 70 northwestward to the Floyd/Hale county line. 
� Then following the westerly boundary of Floyd County northward to the beginning point, being 

the northwest corner of Floyd County 

For the avoidance of doubt, this area specifically excludes the incorporated municipalities of 
Lockney and Floydada and that area within the boundaries of the Whirlwind Reinvestment Zone No. 
2 as described in Exhibit A of Order 11-10-08 of the Commissioners Court of Floyd County, Texas 
Designating Reinvestment Zone. 

Tab 16 (b) - Legal Description of Reinvestment Zone



Exhibit DTab 16 (c) - Order Establishing Reinvestment Zone



Tab 16 (c) - Order Establishing Reinvestment Zone



Tab 16 (c) - Order Establishing Reinvestment Zone



Tab 16 (d) - Guidelines & Criteria for Creating Reinvestment Zone



































Tab 17 

Signature and Certification page 

See page 8 of the application form 50-296-A (Tab 1) 



^Ihilife. 031
Economic Development

and Analysis
Form 50-296-A

Application for Appraised Value Limitation on Qualified Property

SECTION 16: Authorized Signatures and Applicant Certification

After the application and schedules are complete, an authorized representative from the school district and the business should review the application docu
ments and complete this authorization page. Attach the completed authorization page in Tab 17. NOTE: If you amend your application, you will need to
obtain new signatures and resubmit this page, Section 16, with the amendment request.

1. Authorized School District Representative Signature

I am the authorized representative for the school district to which this application is being submitted. I understand that this application is a government
record as defined in Chapter 37 of the Texas Penal Code.

print^ G>\\bt*)r ~^Lrt(r^^o

sign

here'

Print Name (Authorized School District Representative)

ure (Authorized School District RepresSignature (Authorized Representative)

Q^[/?Cr i^-T^Jfr 4-
Title

'Z./i i \\i~
Date

2. Authorized Company Representative (Applicant) Signature and Notarization

Iam the authorized representative for the business entity for the purpose of filing this application. I understand that this application is a government
record as defined in Chapter 37 of the Texas Penal Code. The information contained in this application and schedules is true and correct to the best of
my knowledge and belief.

I hereby certify and affirm that the business entity I represent is in good standing under the laws of the state in which the business entity was organized
and that no delinquent taxes are owed to the State of Texas.

/lark f^nnri\A/in /"T *J-J J DraciHanthere^ Mark Goodwin
Print Name (Authorized ny Representative (Applicant))

sign ^
here~

Signature (Authorized Company Representative (Applicant))

RACHELREPKO
NOTARY PUBLIC

REGISTRATIONS 7352324
COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA

MY COMMISSION EXPIRES
JULY 31. 2018

(Notary Seal)

President

Title

February 11, 2016

Date

GIVEN under my hand and seal of office this, the

11 day of X^JikXQo^ M&

Notary Pubticfin ana*7cTttieSTaTe^f^^\/^Qy\\Q.

My Commission expires: / / ol I(S

If you make a false statement on this application, you could be found guilty of a Class A misdemeanor or a state jail felony under Texas Penal
Code Section 37.10.

For more information, visit our website: www.TexasAhead.org/tax_programs/chapter313/
Page 8'50-296-A-05-14/2
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